
 
 

 

 

 

 

Organiser’s Comments (Andy Payne) 

Thank you all for coming to the event and bringing fine weather with you. Delamere 

Forest has many advantages for an organiser with good road access, a large car park and 

adjacent assembly area. Delamere Forest is very popular with the public, who also use the 

car park, and I hope our use of it did not inconvenience them. The event ran smoothly, 

with sufficient maps to allow all competitors who entered on the day to have a full range 

of courses available. 

The only problem I am aware of was that some pre-entered competitors arrived late at the 

Far Start, despite the clear notice in the pre-entry and final details of the distance to the 

start. This caused problems for the start team on busy courses who had to reallocate them 

to start times which may have been allocated to competitors who entered on the day. The 

result was that some EOD competitors who arrived at the correct start time had to wait. I 

apologise to any EOD competitors who were affected. 

My thanks to the many Deeside helpers who worked hard before the event and on the day 

to ensure it was a success. 

Planner’s Comments (Jean Payne) 

It was appropriate that conditions for competitors were similar to those encountered when 

taping controls and during the many hours spent in the forest updating the map.  The cold 

weather had flattened the bracken and to a lesser extent the brambles that blight much of 

the most open forest.  The forest is now at its most runable and conditions underfoot were 

more pleasant than usual with the paths being firm.   

Delamere is a forest of contrasts.  The east side is very good for the shorter less technical 

courses; it has the added benefit of a good assembly area and car parking.  Although not a 

very technical or physical area, the west side can provide a surprisingly varied challenge.  

I hope I managed to provide enjoyable courses that made you all think. 

My thanks go to Mike Atherton for his very helpful and thorough controlling of the 

event. 
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Controller’s Comments (Mike Atherton LOC) 

Many thanks are due to Jean and Andy Payne who put a large amount of time and effort 

into this event and as a consequence, with the help of an experienced Deeside team, 

ensured that everything went very smoothly indeed on the day.  Besides planning and 

organising, they updated the whole map for vegetation and added a few extra paths.   The 

weather also helped and I guess that underfoot conditions in the forest were about as 

good as they can ever get. 

 

Delamere is very suitable for the planning of the less technical courses but at the more 

technical end it is largely a TD4 forest with most controls being quite close to line 

features.  Despite this errors were still quite common because of the irregular and 

potentially confusing road, path and ride network and the small areas of lower visibility 

caused by closely planted trees or by thick ground cover.  Jean ensured that route choices 

were plentiful even on some of the shorter legs.  Veterans of Delamere would probably 

say that the track option is usually the best but, looking at the Routegadget entries, it is 

clear that some of the cross-country options also worked well. Probably the biggest 

problems were encountered in the vicinity of controls 104 and 228 where the detail both 

on the ground and on the map was difficult to read. 

 

Target times were within a very acceptable margin.  We planned for a Black winning 

time of 67 minutes and got 74 minutes.  The Orange course, notoriously difficult to get 

right for all competitors, was on the harder side for this level and the results inevitably 

show a big difference between the top half and the bottom half.   

 

Two controls were vandalised towards the end of the event but thankfully only in one 

case did this affect any competitors at all.  No kit was lost but this experience proves that 

as many precautions as possible have to be taken in public forests to minimise the 

problem. 

 

 

 


