
 

 

 

 

 

 

Organiser’s Comments (Sheila Hills) 

Thanks to the fact that all the helpers arrived in time the organisation of the evening ran relatively 
smoothly.( It was just me that forgot a couple of things; like the sign showing the courses and the 
float!) I was particularly grateful to those who came especially early and put up the tent and to 
those who took it down and helped sort things out afterwards.  
 
Although it was a bit damp at times and the midges were biting I was grateful that we didn’t get 
the downpour that was promised for 7pm. That would have been shades of last year’s sodden 
event!  
 
We are grateful to Strutt & Parker, the land agents, for permission to use the area and for the co-
operation of the tenant farmer, Mr Lightfoot; also to Andrew Kent of Tarmac for the use of the 
quarry road for parking. 

Planner’s Comments (Peter Hills) 

What a lovely area, and so different from the normal Summer Evening venues. I really enjoyed 
planning, although I was conscious of the constraints imposed by the need to avoid runners 
crossing fences where they shouldn’t. This resulted in having to use more controls than I would 
ideally have liked, and also reduced possible leg lengths on the longer courses.  
 
It is a pity that the wooded area in the north used by the more technical courses is a bit grotty, 
which made it a bit too physical for some, but I wanted to give you the contrast between the open 
fell and the wood. I also realise that the vegetation mapping leaves something to be desired. If we 
intend to continue using the area, and I certainly hope we do, I trust that someone with more 
mapping expertise than I have can update the map. 
 
Andrew mentions below the one negative part of the event, the theft of 3 controls, which not only 
cost the club about £300, but meant that I had to make yet another journey up the fell to replace 
them. Luckily we had the time to do this. 
 
I hope you all enjoyed your runs. The comments I received at the end were largely favourable. 
 
I would like to thank Andrew Tarr for his helpful controlling and Simon Coppock and Norman Hall 
for assisting in control collection. We had everything in by 9.30 pm. 
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Controller’s Comments (Andrew Tarr) 

It was great to get back to Bryn Alyn after an enforced absence of about 17 years, allegedly 
because orienteers had been seen climbing some of the fences which appeared in the early 
90's.  The map on which I controlled the 1988 Welsh Champs was updated later, and I found it 
interesting to compare those two versions for this event !  The terrain has changed very little, 
other than one or two minor paths and some undergrowth here and there.  Most of it remains fast 
runnable pasture, which I hope you all enjoyed.  If the landowners are happy it may be possible to 
recombine Bryn Alyn and Big Covert for a larger event. 

  

Peter said earlier in the day 'I don’t regard Bryn Alyn as a high risk area' which just shows how 
illusory things can be.  Between midday and 3pm three central controls completely vanished, and 
it was fortunate that there was enough spare kit to replace them.  He made the most of the limited 
area at his disposal, allowing for the mandatory crossing points and impassable crags.  The 
technical courses may look slightly short, but I reckoned that slower orienteers might find the 
terrain physically taxing and would prefer not to stay out late, even in midsummer.  Everyone 
seemed happy - a few almost elated - although some felt it was a pity to finish the Green and 
Blue courses in the only grotty bit of forest. 

  

So, many thanks to Peter and Sheila for masterminding the event, to all the other helpers, and 
the hundred or so runners.  Despite the dampness you all avoided accidents on the limestone. 

 

 

 


