
 
 
 
 
Weekend Coordinator & Organizer Grosvenor Park & Chester City Comments 
(Jane Mockford) 
It is 2-3 years since Chris Smithard, Olly Williams and I agreed that we should have a 
sprint weekend in DEE and it is appropriate that we managed to stage it in the year 
when Chris and Dave Schorah ran in the GBR Mixed Sprint Relay team at the World 
Championships.  

I would like to thank those who gave us permission to hold the events: 

• Ruth Jones and Ally Noonan at Wirral Borough Council and Dan Travis, Ranger 
at Eastham 

• Ian Tordoff at Cheshire West & Chester Council for his continuing support of our 
plans and ideas and his work on our behalf to ok all the Chester City control 
sites, keep us up to date with planned work, enable us to have access to the new 
Grosvenor Park pavilion and fix it for us to have exclusive use of the Park for the 
night sprint.  

• Liz Brown at CWAC for sorting us out with the pavilion keys & access 

• Paul Upton, Branch Manager at Waitrose for allowing us to run the Sunday 
morning senior course start on their land adjacent to the Shropshire Union Canal 
overlooking the Chester Shot Tower.  

• Lieutenant-Colonel Wild, Commanding Officer of 2 Mercian Regiment for giving 
us permission to map and run in The Dale barracks and living quarters area. 
Special thanks to Captain David Bell and Colour Sergeant Lee Perrott who 
helped us with all the pre-event preparation, to the 2Mercian team present on the 
day and to Major John Skillen for presenting the prizes. 

Thanks also to:  
Gwyn Thomas (on the day organiser at Eastham),  
Graham Nilsen (on the day organiser The Dale & weekend mapper),  
Planners Pete Owens, Matthew & Philip Vokes, Nick Campbell & Chris Smithard 
Controllers John Kewley, Andy Payne & Ray Collins 
SI Supremo Anna Nilsen  
and all the DEE helpers. 
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Eastham  
 
Organiser’s Comments (Gwyn Thomas) 
When I was approached with regards to organise the Eastham Sprint Event it was with 
some trepidation that I accepted. Organising a level D event is straightforward, but a 
level B event required a lot more planning. For this I am indebted to Jane who 
coordinated the whole weekend and did a tremendous amount of work on my behalf. 

A big thank you to all the Deesiders who volunteered their services and made the event 
run smoothly. Thanks also to Wirral Borough Council for granting permission and Dan 
Travis (park ranger) who was so obliging and helpful. 

Planner's Comments (Pete Owens) 
Eastham has been used in the past for technical middle distance style courses, requiring 
careful navigation through the low visibility forest to locate controls on subtle contour 
features. For the sprint courses, a different approach was needed; courses mostly 
followed paths and runnable areas with an emphasis on route choice, with technically 
easy controls mostly visible from paths. The challenge was provided by multiple high 
speed decisions through the very intricate path network and individually mapped thickets 
on the new survey. 
 
Courses were planned at the longer end of the guidelines due to the forest rather than 
urban terrain. From a first look at the results I thought I had overcooked it a bit, but 
mistakes were common, so most of the courses would have been won in about 14 
minutes with a clean run. The ultra veteran courses should have been a bit shorter to 
allow for the greater effect of forest terrain on the speed of older competitors. 
 
Apologies to anyone who arrived at #232 to find the box missing. I hadn’t secured it 
tightly enough to the stake and it was hanging loose on the gripple wire. 

 
 



Grosvenor Park 
 
Planner's Comments (Nick Campbell) 
We hope that you enjoyed your run around Grosvenor Park (several times)! 
It is a small but fun area with the benefit of being completely enclosed and safe for 
everyone. We were very fortunate that Jane managed to get permission to use it and the 
Pavilion when the park is closed at night. I decided to use an "ultra sprint" type format, 
lots of controls and multiple butterflies. We were originally planning to have a mass start 
and runners on the course running different circuits at the same time but the logistics 
plus trying to minimise the number of helpers, some of whom were helping at all four 
events, meant that we went for the  "keep it simple" approach and adopted the format 
that you experienced. 

Many thanks to Andy Payne for controlling, control placing and control picking, Graham 
Nilsen for making last minute changes to the map, Anna Nilsen for making the 
computing "look easy" and Jane for preparing the course maps (cutting circles and lines, 
moving numbers). Plus thank you for attending and the nice comments. I still cannot 
believe how fast some of you ran - at night!  

Chester City & The Dale 
 
Chester City Planners' Comments (Matthew & Philip Vokes) 
We hope you all enjoyed your runs around Chester. From the comments we heard at the 
finish, it sounded like everything was generally positive and we’d made you think! We 
tried to make best use of the area and take all courses into the most interesting parts of 
the city, including the Cathedral, city walls, multi-level shops on the rows and the 
Eastgate clock. Looking at the results, we probably got a bit carried away as the winning 
times were just a little on the long side. Those who were travelling at a more sedate 
pace hopefully enjoyed the chance to admire the sights as you went round though!  

 Chester is an interesting area to plan on, especially for a sprint event, as it doesn’t quite 
have the intricacy of more traditional sprint areas. Hence, the courses were planned to 
make you focus on the bigger route choice decisions, and to give you some interesting 
options – please do put your route on Routegadget as we are very interested to see 
which way everyone decided to take!  It is disappointing that there were some 
disqualifications for crossing City Road – we made this as obvious as we could, and that 
map segment was even in the final details. This was a safety issue placed on us by the 
council as a condition of our permission – our continued use of these areas depends on 
us respecting these constraints.  Thanks to Jane & team for her impeccable 
organisation, to Ray our controller for providing many helpful comments and to all the 
helpers on the day. 

The Dale Planner's Comments (Chris Smithard) 
Chris says that he does not have any specific comments ....... he is busy thinking about 
venues for the next sprint races....... 



Controller's Comments (Ray Collins, SPLOT & Walton Chasers) 
First let me say what a great weekend of Orienteering. We owe a big debt of gratitude to 
two people: Jane Mockford for masterminding the whole event and being the organiser 
of at least two races and Graham Nilsen who surveyed and drew all the maps and still 
had time to organise one event and run the start at another. Thank you. 
 
As controller of both races on Sunday my role was made fairly minimal. Matthew and 
Philip in Chester and Chris at Dale Barracks all came up with excellent courses that 
required little input from me. They put their tapes in the correct places and, on the day, 
put all the controls in the correct places. It made my role simple and allowed me to 
explore the sights of Chester with a purpose, that of finding tapes and, later, the controls 
themselves. Winning times were a bit long in the morning but nobody seemed to mind. 
The hardest part was inventing control description to accurately reflect the controls 
location. 
 
Chester City itself is not a particularly good area for sprint orienteering and Matthew and 
Phillip produced excellent courses with route choice options as a short urban race with 
tricky legs and lots of controls. This contrasted very nicely with the “real” sprint race at 
Dale Barracks where Chris had lots of twisting and turning. Together, both races 
produced an excellent day of orienteering. It was good to see young people doing the 
planning rather than us “old” folk. 
 
The only downside was the number of competitors who crossed the out of bounds roads 
despite clear instructions and examples in the programme, instructions at the start and 
dire warnings of disqualification. In the end, 15 people, I think, were disqualified. I also 
saw other people contemplate leaping down into the amphitheatre by control 218, 
despite the black uncrossable line, until they saw how big the drop was. How do we stop 
people cheating? I would love to know. 

Finally, thank you for coming and congratulations to all the winners and NW champions. 

 


