
Race Organisers Comments  
 
For reasons of race clashes we had this year to break from tradition and run the race on a 
Saturday; we do hope that this was not too inconvenient for you. It did though catch out 
one of our marshals who would have been very puzzled on Sunday had no one phoned 
him on Saturday to say the last runner was heading to his location! 

Again, we had good turn outs in both races - 157 starters in the A race and 152 in the B 
race - so thank you. The starters soon though reduced in number; two runners had to 
withdraw at Bickerton, including last year’s winner Ken Sutor, and two others only made 
the first corner of the B race having fallen on the descent by the first stile. More troubles 
were ahead, so St John’s had a busy day - many thanks to Debbie and Martin from St 
John’s for their assistance. I do hope the runner who lost one contact lens pre A race got 
to the end without an incident. 

Many thanks also to the Deeside Orienteering members who provided marshalling support 
which is essential for the race to gain the necessary permissions and permits from 
Cheshire West Council and the Forestry Commission, and thanks also to Beeston Castle 
personnel for the new registration location and our friends Mr P Latham and Mr P Bull for 
allowing the use of the fields at the B race start and for the diversion across the fields to 
the Farmers Arms to avoid the otherwise busy main road crossing at Gresty’s Waste. 

It was nice to see John Hunt win the A race; John has supported the race for a number of 
years and at last took away the annual shield. Anna Thomas was the first lady in the A 
race. Alex Hall of Vale Royal AC was well clear to win the B race by 4 minutes. Jane Joy 
of Helsby was the first lady home. Congratulations to everybody who took part. 

As organiser it is a pleasure to start off the races and then to drive to various points on the 
course to see the action unfold.  I arrived at Fishers Green to see a frantic Mario, from 
Helsby, navigating the runners into the maize field as well as issuing them with un-official 
drinks from his own stock. It was busy as usual at Rock Farm, where the official drinks 
station was, sadly here we did not have one of our stalwart marshals, Barbara Jones, 
handing out the jelly babies, as she sadly passed away earlier this year. Then onto the 
Farmers Arms, a lovely sight to see the string of runners descending from Primrose Hill 
along the lush grass before climbing the ordeal up the Yeld and then finally on to the finish 
to hear the cheers and clapping as you all went through the finish funnel. 

Particular thanks to Jill Barnes, Bob Elmes and Steve Ingleby for all of the pre-race day 
preparation and on-the-day event activities along with all marshals including Mike 
Whiteside from Tattenhall running club and Mario and Ian Hilditch from Helsby running 
club. Thanks of course to Gwyn for the white van and the lengthy day of transporting 
equipment back and to and whilst on transport to Mark and team at Carvers Coaches for 
getting the runners so efficiently to the start. 

 Finally, thank you for your kind comments post-race - this is one to share with you: 

 Just a quick email to say how very much I enjoyed the race at the weekend.  I have wanted 
to run the race for a few years but for one reason or another it never happened.  Anyway I 
am pleased to say this year I did make it and have to say it’s an absolute gem of a race.  The 
route is brilliant and very enjoyable indeed.  The Marshall's and support along the way were 
very friendly and it has to be one of the best races I have ever run, and I have been running 
for 25 years or more and been all over the world competing.  Once again thanks very much 
for putting on such a great race and see you for sure in 2015. 

  
Geoff Shaw 
Race Organiser 


