
 

 

 

 

 

Organiser’s Comments (Paul Jones) 

After a changeable day with some heavy showers the weather was ultimately 
quite kind to us.  Combined with a range of excellent courses this made for an 
enjoyable evening on a small but deceptively tricky area.  Apologies to those of 
you who struggled with the awkward “stile” into the field before I realised the 
adjacent gate was sturdier than it looked and could be opened without risk of it 
falling on anybody. 

My thanks to all our helpers who contributed to the event running smoothly.  
Unfortunately there is quite a lot of manpower needed even for a small turnout.  
Perhaps we do need to think about whether it’s possible to streamline procedures 
for less popular events/venues without making any particular job too onerous ? 

It’s unfair to pick anybody out for special thanks, but behind the scenes Will Bell 
demonstrated effortless efficiency and skill beyond his years in his SI co-
ordination role, which warrants a mention in dispatches.  My own personal thanks 
have to go to your Club Chairman and daughter, who kindly stayed on as long as 
it took to help sort out my flat battery situation. 

Thanks are also due to the quarry management and to the local residents who 
were very helpful and supportive as ever of our strange activities. 

Planner’s Comments (Iain Bell) 

I would like to thank to Denis Murphy (controller) for providing expert guidance 
and patience.  I am also indebted to Mike Smithard, Phil Hay and Norman Hall for 
helping collect controls.   
 
It was a good day to spend in the wood, 3 hours putting controls out and another 
hour collecting.  There is something special about Big Covert that makes it a 
pleasure to be in.  The wood’s dark nature, that makes reading the map trickier 
without ‘glow in the dark’ printing, gives it a separate and detached air to that of 
the world outside.   Thankfully the rain missed us.   
 
Some technical issues that may be worth a mention.  Firstly the Orange and 
Yellow courses were harder to plan than I thought, not surprising perhaps, as I 
have never run them!  Secondly I ended up moving the last control up on top of 
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the final descent to avoid the potentially hazardous plunge.  Hopefully the long 
walk back was made up for by the whole of the course being in the best bits of 
the wood.  It was my intent to make good use of the nicer bits of the wood.  
Thirdly I also had to move a little bit of moss off the boulder at 199 to help make it 
look more like a boulder.   The overall course times always are a bit longer at Big 
Covert and I hope the extra time in the wood (particularly for Green and Light 
Green runners) left runners with a warm feeling of delightful pleasure rather than 
frustrated and exhausted. 
 
It’s a great area to plan on with lots of options and I hope you liked mine. I 
planned on the basis of what I like from orienteering, (appropriately) technically 
challenging courses but fairly hung controls, which I hope I succeeded in 
providing. 
 
Best wishes to all that ran and in particular to Margaret Murphy who had a little 
fall but is on the mend now. 

Controller’s Comments (Denis Murphy) 

It is always a pleasure to be in Big Covert wood. It is a really good orienteering 
area – probably the best of the SEE areas; it is a beautiful wood whose 
runnability improves each year; and it is very peaceful! 
 
Iain produced well thought out and interesting courses. This was his first 
complete planning of an event. The courses elicited very favourable comments 
from almost all the finishers – the first person to get back to the finish (on the 
green course) was particularly happy (and impressed) at being encouraged to 
have very little to do with the paths. 
 
Many thanks to Paul for his clear and efficient organisation. Thanks also to the 
youngest member of the team, Will, for the SI coordination – quite a 
responsibility. 
 
The only regret is that the entry numbers were relatively low. North East Wales 
needs more orienteers! 


