
 
 

 

 

 

 

Organiser’s Comments (Barry Barnes) 

Sunshine, nice temperature, easy parking, challenging running, free Nutri bar at 

download; what more could you want. Well, nothing apparently - I did not hear any 

grumbles, anywhere, all day. Bickerton Village Hall makes an ideal event centre, and the 

trip to the start did not seem too onerous. Compass Point and a cake stand were an 

enhancement, but we were not able to attract a caterer.  

There were over 40 entries on the day on Yellow and Light Green, most seeming to have 

successful runs. There seem to have been very few retirements due, I am sure, to the 

benign conditions and Andy’s courses.  

It seemed to me that the event ran pretty smoothly, and I attribute this to the way 

everybody of significance to it was so helpful and supportive.  

The National Trust officers, Wendy Nulty and Jon Twigg, had only a few problems with 

the planning, which were easily resolved, and they were helpful throughout. 

The use of the field for parking was readily agreed by Mr Bourne of Pool Farm. He did 

not want us to collect any money, and we will make a charity donation on his behalf. 

The Sandstone Scout Group cheerfully allowed us to use their grounds as the pre-start 

and the toilets in their hut. They also contributed the Nutri bars, which had been donated 

to them in such vast quantities that, after a few initial scoffs, Scouts were turning pale at 

the mere sight of them. 

The rules of the CSC make the composition of the start list and the scoring a challenging 

proposition, and this was ably tackled by computer whizzes Bob Elmes and Jill Barnes. 

The efficient running of the start and results was largely due to them. 

However, none of this would have been much use without the support of the rest of my 

DEE colleagues. There were so many offers of help that I had to make very few 

recruitment calls. Many turned out on Saturday to set up, on Sunday they were there early 

and had everything sorted in no time. They’re always good and competent at our events, 

and this time they were Great!  

Footnote: On Monday evening a live mortar shell was found in Bickerton and guarded 

overnight. On Tuesday morning it was destroyed in a controlled explosion. 

If it had been discovered on Saturday evening... 
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Planner’s Comments (Andy Payne) 

Deeside OC were glad to be able to use Bickerton Hill for this event as number 

limitations required by the National Trust mean that we cannot normally use it for open 

events. I hope you all enjoyed running on the area and I think we all appreciated the 

sunshine. The competition was exciting with only a few points separating DEE and LOC 

in the Compass Sport Cup and as close as it can get in the Compass Sport Trophy, 

SELOC beating WRE by 1 point with PFO 1 more point behind. 

Planning on the area has the limitations of out of bounds so courses had to have a high 

number of controls and fairly short legs. There were also restrictions on some control 

sites due to possible nesting adders. As part of a land management programme, there has 

been significant felling of trees on the top of the hill which has increased visibility. The 

winning times looked about right except for the Brown course which I knew was going to 

be short. Lengthening the course more would have made it too repetitive. In retrospect 

the Veterans Short Green course was a bit too easy, I should have kept you off the paths 

more. 

My thanks go to Eddie Speak for his helpful and supportive controlling and to Barry and 

Jill Barnes for their usual highly organised organising. 

Controller’s Comments (Eddie Speak) 

Felling the Birch to create heathland makes planning harder. Andy's first level B event 

made good use of what was available without making the courses unduly physical. Most 

courses had only minor tweaks from his first draft which is a good indication that a lot of 

thought went into them. If Barry can promise weather like that again I'll control another 

one. 

 

 


